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FRANKLIN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
During the 2020-2021 school year, Franklin Community Schools students in grades K-6 were
offered in-person instruction, five days per week. Students in grades 7-12 were offered a hybrid
approach to in-person learning.
August 18, 2020 - October 30, 2020 - Phase II
November 2, 2020 - November 6, 2020 - Phase IV
November 9, 2020 - February 19, 2021 - Phase II
February 22, 2021 - March 5, 2021 - Phase IV
March 8, 2021- May 26, 2021 - Phase V

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Franklin Community Schools remained committed to
providing a safe in-person learning and work environment for students, faculty, and staff while
keeping our Guiding Principle of individual student growth at the forefront of the decisionmaking process.

Franklin Community Schools plans to maintain an in-person learning environment for the
2021-2022 school year unless otherwise mandated by county, state, or federal health
officials.
As with any situation, Franklin Community Schools will continue to rely on the expertise of state
and local experts. This document will be updated and shared accordingly as any changes in
procedure are made.

ONSITE LEARNING
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
On-site instruction will be provided for students in grades Pre-K - 12 for
the 2021-2022 school year. Any student who presents with symptoms
consistent with COVID-19 or tests positive may be directed to quarantine
in accordance with guidance from local health officials.
Franklin Community Schools will continue to offer a 1:1 environment by
providing students in K-12 with Chromebooks.
Based on current guidance, student desks will be optimally spaced.
Students will have assigned seats in classes.
Teachers will use outdoor classrooms for instructional activities when
appropriate.
Principals and teachers are developing creative alternatives to large
group gatherings such as Meet the Teacher Night, building
fundraisers, convocations, and off-campus field trips. Some options
include walking field trips, outdoor events, virtual book clubs, and
virtual building tours. Decisions will be made in accordance with local
health administrators. Outcomes may vary as guidance changes.
To ensure teacher safety and individual comfort, teachers will have
the ability to set additional guidelines in their own classroom. This
may include but is not limited to:
One-on-one interactions within the classroom
Entering, exiting, or other movements around the room
Standing within 3-6 feet of others in the room
Interacting with the teacher at a student desk or teacher desk

FACILITIES
It is essential for the school community to work together to prevent the
introduction and spread of COVID-19 in the school environment and in
the community while still providing a quality education program. Students
and employees should be excluded from school if they test positive for
COVID-19 or exhibit one or more of the symptoms of COVID-19 based on
CDC Guidance that is not otherwise explained.
There will be increased bandwidth to support technology needs.
The use of visitors and volunteers may be limited. This may change to
be more or less stringent depending on the prevalence of COVID-19 in
the community.
Franklin Community Schools will follow guidance provided by local
health officials regarding contact tracing, social distancing,
quarantine, and isolation.
Students will be encouraged to wash hands / sanitize hands during
breaks and throughout the school day. Hand sanitizing stations are
available throughout the building.
Vaccination guidance and opportunities provided by local and state
health officials will continue to be shared with the parents of eligible
students.
Franklin Community Schools is monitoring a sample of classrooms
throughout the district for indoor air quality parameters, including
ventilation rates. We are optimizing heating and air conditioning
systems to maximize ventilation.
Custodial staff will continue to sanitize high-traffic areas, including
student desks and cafeteria tables.

MASKS & FACIAL COVERINGS
Franklin Community Schools will follow guidance provided by local officials. Masks and facial coverings
will be optional at the start of the 2021-2022 school year.
In the event that masks and/or facial coverings are required, the mask and/or facial covering should
cover the nose and mouth and fit snugly against the sides of the face.
Parents and guardians of students who are unable to use a cloth face covering may consult with their
doctor and Mrs. Scott, Director of Special Education, for assistance in making other arrangements
addressing the cloth face-covering mandate. Faculty and staff who are unable to wear a cloth face
covering may consult with their doctor and Mr. Sewell, Director of Operations.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Special education laws are unchanged.
Parents are encouraged to stay in close contact with teachers, principals, and the Director of Special
Education.
Communication is key! No changes can be made to an IEP without a case conference. Precautions for
COVID-19 will be made in conjunction with the student’s IEP.
Case conferences and meetings may be held via Google Meet.

FACULTY & STAFF
Large staff meetings and gatherings will follow local health officials’ guidance regarding physical
distancing.
Franklin Community Schools will maintain increased staffing in our health clinics for the 2021-2022
school year.
Vaccination guidance and opportunities provided by local and state health officials will continue to be
shared with employees.

WELLNESS (STUDENTS & STAFF)
Franklin Community Schools will continue to enhance social-emotional learning and mental wellness
across the district prioritizing student and staff healing and psychological safety.
Wellness equipment will be added to buildings to help relieve staff stress.
The Wellness Committee will continue its efforts in providing tips, events, and incentives for staff wellbeing.
Franklin Community Schools will continue to employ CARES Act assistants in every building for the next
two school years to provide extra support and assist with learning loss.
Franklin Community Schools will continue to employ a Mental Health team as well as school counselors to
support students.
Franklin Community Schools will add two therapy dogs (for a total of four) to the district to continue to
offer support to both students and staff members.

COMMUNICATION PLAN
This document will be shared with internal parties as well as with parents and guardians of students. As
updates are made, the new information will be shared through the district communication channels and
posted on the district website.
This plan will be reviewed and updated no less than every six months. The IDOE has established the following
review schedule:

June 24, 2021:

Initial Posting of the Plan

December 24, 2021:

Second Review & Posting

June 24, 2022:

Third Review & Posting

December 24, 2022:

Fourth Review & Posting

June 24, 2023:

Fifth Review & Posting

