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In the classroom this 

month 
How do you resolve conflicts 

with peers? Children have to 

navigate this issue every day. 

This month our students will be 

learning to solve problems using 

the STEP method. The first “step” 

is to be able to say the problem 

in a way that doesn’t blame 

anyone. Harder than it sounds, 

but the students are rocking it!   

 

 

 

National School Counseling Week 
Happy School Counseling week! The purpose of this week is to highlight the role of 

the counselor on the school team. Here are some facts about what we do: 

 The correct title for us is “school counselor.” Why? Because “guidance 

counselor” is an outdated term referring to the people solely responsible for 

scheduling and college prep. Today’s school counselors are educated and 

trained to do so much more, supporting the social and emotional development 

of students, crisis counseling, providing resources and family support, in 

addition to our support of students’ academic growth and post-graduation 

planning. Our role has evolved enormously! We counsel, teach, and advocate. 

 School counselors have national standards to meet, derived from the American 

School Counselor Association (ASCA) National Model.  These standards fall 

into three main categories: personal/social, academic and career. We lead 

data-based programs and are evaluated annually, just like teachers. 

 School counselors follow ethical guidelines in all the work we do, which 

includes practicing confidentiality. We must protect the privacy of the 

students and families we serve, while sharing what others need to know in 

order to best help the students. 

Your child will have a school counselor every year in Franklin Community Schools. 

Get to know them! 

Angie Clendening,  

Webb Counselor 
(317)346-8305 
clendeningan@franklinschools.org 
 

February’s Character Trait is Caring ~ “Feeling and 
showing concern and empathy for others” 

      

“Be Awesome!” 
 

 

Teaching Children to Care 

Basic kindness, or treating others the way we want to be treated, is a character 

trait that we often take for granted. We assume that our children are born with 

the ability and desire to help and encourage others, to find ways to get along with 

most people, and to make friends. The truth is, these traits must be learned… and 

taught.  

Children are born dependent on others to meet their needs. Making the switch from 

care-receiver to care-giver takes time, confidence, and a lot of modeling. Ask 

yourself the honest question: Is kindness modeled in your home? Do your children 

see you reaching out to others in friendship? Are they hearing encouragement, 

forgiveness and patience in the way you speak about others? These are tough 

questions, but important ones as we teach our children how to be kind.  

 

Bullying, cliques and social aggression are hot topics in schools today. Children feel 

pressure from an early age to be friends with the “right” people and to shun the 

“wrong” ones. Webb staff works hard at creating a climate where students are 

encouraged to be kind to everyone, and where bullying is not tolerated. These 

programs and policies have been discussed in previous newsletters. But the 

influence that you, as a parent, have on shaping your child’s attitude toward others 

cannot be duplicated. You are your child’s most powerful teacher. 

  

During this season of love and friendship, let’s all take time to think about how our 

words and actions model kindness for our children. And not just to the “right” 

people, but to everyone. 


