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Franklin Community School Corporation 

DIFFERENTIATED CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION PLAN FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS IN LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Overview 

A team of teachers representing each of the elementary schools and the intermediate and middle schools in the district met over the 
course of the 2012-2013 school year to develop the Differentiated Curriculum and Instruction Plan for high ability students in 
language arts, K-8.  Teachers were selected who had experience teaching high ability students and/or who had experience working 
with high ability curriculum in their classrooms.   

The Differentiated Language Arts Plan provides an overview of how curriculum, instruction, and assessment aligns with the Indiana 
Common Core State Standards yet is differentiated appropriately for high ability learners.   Additionally, the plan illustrates how 
Language Arts is vertically articulated through the use of common instructional models across each grade level.  By developing the 
plan at the district level, horizontal articulation is also ensured.  The elements of differentiation for high ability learners include the 
following:  

Use of Instructional Models 

Use of similar instructional models for teaching critical and creative thinking are found throughout the units at all grade levels.  This 
promotes and enhances development over time.  Students gradually internalize the method of approaching readings and issues in a 
critical and creative way.  Examples of such models include the use of organizers for analyzing pieces of literature; the use of 
organizers for studying origins and usage of words; sandwich models to promote organization in writing; Paul's Reasoning Model; 
Creative Problem Solving; and Problem Based Learning.       

Differentiation of Curriculum/Content 

Curriculum for the gifted is differentiated in three primary ways: Focus on conceptual understanding, acceleration and enrichment.  
With regard to the conceptual focus, curriculum for the gifted is written with the goal of teaching macro concepts through the use of 
specific examples such as novels, discussion questions, and activities.  Interdisciplinary connections are also woven throughout the 
lessons.  The curriculum is accelerated in terms of pace, and the readings and resources selected are advanced.  Additionally, 
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advanced grammar and vocabulary study is incorporated throughout the curriculum, and above grade level standards are addressed.  
The curriculum is also enriched in terms of depth and complexity in which the concepts are explored.  When possible, primary 
sources are introduced, and opportunities to develop habits of experts are incorporated (e.g. using interview techniques as a 
reporter, writing as an author, etc.).  Students are exposed to multiple genres of text with an emphasis on both informational text and 
classic literature. 

Differentiation of Instruction 

Instruction is differentiated for high ability learners primarily in terms of the amount of instructional time devoted to the higher level 
skills of creative and critical thinking.  Abundant opportunities for developing communication and collaboration skills are embedded 
within the units of study.   

Differentiation of Assessment 

Assessment is differentiated for high ability learners to reflect the amount of instructional time spent on higher order thinking.  
Assessments should demonstrate the development of critical and creative thinking skills as well as the ability to communicate in a 
variety of different formats including oral, written, and multimedia presentations.  Assessments should allow for student choice and 
should include an element of reflection (e.g. self/peer evaluations) to demonstrate metacognitive awareness.   

Contents of the Plan 

The Differentiated Plan for High Ability Language Arts includes the following documents: 

Scope and Sequence of Materials. The document provides an overview of the language arts curriculum, Grades K-8.   With the 
exception of grades K and 1, each grade level will use a William and Mary High Ability language arts unit during the first semester.  All 
grade levels will use an Indiana Department of Education, High Ability language arts unit during the second semester.  Beginning in 
Grade 3, structured grammar and vocabulary programs will be delivered.  Collectively, these materials form a solid foundation for 
language arts.  These language arts materials are expected to cover approximately 2/3rds of the school year.  During the remaining 
instructional time, teachers can supplement this foundation with additional mini units, novels, or differentiation of the general 
education curriculum.   
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Grade 
Level 

William & Mary Unit Indiana Unit Grammar 
Thompson* 

Vocabulary Thompson* 

Kdgn N/A    

1 N/A  

K_1 (K or 1):  Connections to My 
World  

1_2:  New Unit Begin Developed 2013  
  

2 Beyond Words 1/2 2_3:  Connections of the Heart   

3 Journeys and Destinations 2/3 3_4:  Changing Faces of Story Grammar Island Building Vocabulary 

4 Literary Reflections 4/5 4_5:  Making a Difference Grammar Town Caesar's English I 

5 Patterns of Change 4/5/6 5_6:  Hero’s Journey Grammar Voyage Caesar's English II 

6 
Autobiographies and Memoirs 
5/6 

6_7:  Power of the Mind Magic Lens 1 Word Within the Word I 

7 Utopia 7/8/9 7_8:  Power of Words Magic Lens 2 
Word Within the Word 
2 

8 1940s:  Decade of Change 7/8/9 8_9:  Leaders, Legacies, and Leverage  Magic Lens 3 Word Within the Word 
3 

 

*Because the grammar and vocabulary are cumulative programs, it is recommended that these be phased in beginning with the 2013-
14 school year.   

Note:  Additional materials to study grammar mechanics and usage should be used as needed.  
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Elements of Differentiation by Grade Level.  Links can be found in the table below to outline the elements of differentiation found 
at each grade level.   

Alignment with Indiana Common Core State Standards.  Excel workbooks for each grade level are included in a master folder and 
associated by hyperlink to this differentiated plan.  One Excel page within each grade level workbook looks at each William and Mary 
unit lesson by lesson and identifies the Language Arts CCSS that are addressed in each lesson.  Another Excel workbook page 
examines all of the Language Arts CCSS and indicates which standards were covered in what depth within the units.  Additional Excel 
documents are forthcoming and will include the same standards analysis described above for the Indiana High Ability Language Arts 
units.   When these standards analyses are completed, a final workbook page will be constructed that will include a Gaps Analysis. 
This analysis will indicate which CCSS for language arts are not covered in the William and Mary nor the Indiana High Ability 
Language Arts Units and will provide guidance to teachers of high ability students on standards that still need to be addressed.  Live 
links will be added as the analyses become available.  

 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th grade 
Elements of 
Differentiation 

Click here Click here Click here Click here Click here Click here Click here Click here 

William & 
Mary Unit 
CCSS by 
Lesson 

N/A 
Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
3 

WM Unit by 
CCSS 

N/A 
Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
4 

Indiana Unit 
CCSS by 
Lesson 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
1 

Indiana Unit 
by CCSS 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

Click here 
and  go to 
Tab 2 

CCSS Gap 
Analysis 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 

Click here 
and go to Tab 
5 
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FIRST GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
Franklin 1st Grade: Differentiating General Education Curriculum: SuperKids        

Element of Differentiation for the 
Gifted 

Unit: Superkids  

Curriculum/Content 

Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of Community 

• Interdisciplinary connections • Science and Social Studies: Super-Duper Magazines (informational text) 
and the emphasis of community and friendships through the two student 
readers 

Acceleration 

• Meets above grade standards 

• Advanced reading and resource 
selections 

• Advanced vocabulary study 

• Pace of instruction is 
appropriate 

• Meets Common Core (higher level through leveled readers and 
informational text) 

• Leveled readers (below, on-level, challenging) and Super-Duper magazines 

• Super-Duper Magazines (vocabulary can be pulled from existing text) 

• Pre-test (example: vocabulary and spelling) 

Enrichment 

• Greater depth and/or 
complexity of topic; multiple 
genres 

• Using the suggested books to Read-Aloud, a mini-unit could be developed 
(author study, social studies connections, comparing texts written by same 
author) 
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• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

•  Guest speakers that match the Unit (newspaper, fireman) 

Instruction/ Process 

• Uses models to develop critical 
and creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative 
Problem Solving, Problem Based 
Learning, Socratic Seminars, 
Defined Research Process, 
Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Creative Problem Solving-writing prompt (students were given a problem 
and they had to write a solution in order to fix it) 

• Research Process-Super-Duper Magazines (students pick a topic to 
research) 

• Graphic Organizers- main idea/details, story elements chart, story 
comparison charts, sequencing charts, Venn diagrams, KWL charts, 
planning organizer for writing (blackline masters) 

• Modeled in text, Super-Duper magazines (topic questions), Leveled 
Readers (topic questions) 

Assessment 

• Demonstrates higher level 
thinking (critical and creative 
thinking) 

• Within each story, ask inferential, predicting, summarizing, critical 
questions, compare/contrast by using Venn diagrams 

• Creative thinking-Rainy Day Projects 

• Provides opportunities for 
student choice 

• “The Library” 30 informational books per semester 

• Demonstrates communication 
skills in multiple formats 

• Reader’s Theatre, writing 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, 
monitoring, evaluating) 

• Graphic Organizers (Blackline Masters) 
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Franklin 1st Grade: IHALA Unit: Connecting to my World         

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: Connecting to My World 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of Connections 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art (e.g. Creating costumes, masks and props for Reader’s Theatre, Frida 
Kahlo painting “The Bus,” Photography use of digital cameras   

• Social Studies (e.g. Creating a map)   
Acceleration 

• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is 

appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Addresses Common Core standards at a higher level 
• Advanced Readings accomplished through read-alouds 
• Vocabulary webs through read-alouds  and 4-level questioning   

 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or 

complexity of topic; multiple 
genres 

Example from Unit 
• Use of map of Asia and draw in where the places where that Uri traveled   

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Introduction to primary sources through viewing online interview of 

author Uri Shuleviz  
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Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical 

and creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative 
Problem Solving, Problem Based 
Learning, Socratic Seminars, 
Defined Research Process, 
Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout unit. 
• Creative Problem Solving: Develop a list of possible solutions to help 

dissolve isolation and loneliness at school  
• Paul’s Reasoning: Writing a persuasive piece to convince the principal to 

clean up playground  
• Hamburger model for Persuasive Writing   
• Problem Based Learning  on cleaning up the playground  

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level 

thinking (critical and creative 
thinking) 

Examples from Unit 
• Book reviews and persuasive writing   

• Provides opportunities for 
student choice 

Example from Unit 
• Opportunity to select topics for writing prompts 

• Demonstrates communication 
skills in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Written products, small and large group discussions, Reader’s Theater   

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, 
monitoring, evaluating) 
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Franklin 1st Grade: New IHALA Unit to be developed         

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit:    

Curriculum/Content 

Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  None 

• Interdisciplinary connections    

Acceleration 

• Meets above grade standards 

• Advanced reading and resource 
selections 

• Advanced vocabulary study 

• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

  

Enrichment 

• Greater depth and/or complexity of 
topic; multiple genres 

 

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

 

Instruction/ Process 

• Uses models to develop critical and 
creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
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Socratic Seminars, Defined Research 
Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

 

Assessment/Product 

• Demonstrates higher level thinking 
(critical and creative thinking) 

 

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 
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SECOND GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
Franklin 2nd Grade: William and Mary Unit: Beyond Words        

Element of Differentiation for the 
Gifted 

Unit: William and Mary Unit Beyond Words  

Curriculum/Content 

Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of Change  

• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art connections (e.g. similies and metaphors with watercolor paintings) 
• Science connections: (e.g. clouds, moons, plants, and weather) 
• Social/Historical connections (e.g. Origins of words, research on 

underground railroad) 
• Math connections (e.g. calendars and months) 
• Music connections (e.g. creation of songs to help remember the writing 

model).  
Acceleration 

• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is 

appropriate 

Examples from Unit 

• Meets above grade level standards with coverage of similes, metaphors, 
vocabulary, personification, figurative language, and chapter books such as 
Frindle 

Enrichment 
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• Greater depth and/or 
complexity of topic; multiple 
genres 

Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit including poetry, fiction, 
non-fiction.  

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 

• Learning research methods for exploring changes in language over time, in 
families, and from moving.  

Instruction/ Process 

• Uses models to develop critical 
and creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative 
Problem Solving, Problem Based 
Learning, Socratic Seminars, 
Defined Research Process, 
Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and Literature webs used throughout the unit 
• Hamburger model for writing  
• Research model to complete research project  
• Oral presentations (e.g. persuasive arguments) 
• Activities where students are the guides 
 

Assessment/Product 

• Demonstrates higher level 
thinking (critical and creative 
thinking) 

Examples from Unit 

• Demonstrates higher level thinking through oral and written analysis of 
personification, drawing connections to real life, and figurative language.  

• Provides opportunities for 
student choice 

Examples from Unit 

• Provides choice through research program and writing through persuasive 
writing and poetry writing.  

• Choice through group activities  
• Choice through mode of presentation  
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• Demonstrates communication 
skills in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 

• Writing of poetry  
• Oral presentations of research project  
• Whole group and small group discussions  

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, 
monitoring, evaluating) 

Examples from Unit 

• Peer Evaluation  
• Writing process model to plan writing 
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Franklin 2nd Grade IHALA Unit: Connections of the Heart 

             

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: Connections of the Heart  
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of Connections  
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Social studies connections to civil rights through Ruby Bridges Through My Eyes 
• Art connections with Through My Eyes and to Norman Rockwell 
• Science connection through researching the heart.  

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is above 2nd grade level with Edward Tulane 
• Used Common Core 2nd grade standards, but at a higher level.  
• Advanced vocabulary- Edward Tulane  

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included in the unit including poetry, novels, fiction, non-
fiction, multi-media, and classic literature. Novels are selected for literature 
circles and choices include Whipping Boy, Charlotte’s Web, 100 Dresses, Alice and 
Wonderland, and Tale of Despereaux  

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Learn research methods for research on the heart 

 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout the unit 
• Socratic Seminar is used in literature circles  
• Paul’s Reasoning – Intro in Lesson 6 and 10. Continued throughout the unit  
• Problem Based Learning through bullying research project 
• Research process on the heart and bullying for research project 
• Creative Problem Solving on isolation based on novel Thank You Mr. Faulker  
• Collaborate, research, and present in small groups about bullying  

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Oral presentations  
• Poetry 
• Analysis of Metaphors  

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Examples from Unit 
• Opportunity for choice in content for bullying project  
• Choice in literature selections for literature circles  

• Demonstrates communication 
skills in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Written Responses 
• Multimedia Presentations  
• Research Project 
• Oral Presentation 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit 
• Peer Evaluation  
• Reflection sheets used throughout the unit 
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THIRD GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
 

Franklin 3rd Grade: Journeys and Destinations 

                 

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: Journeys and Destinations – William and Mary 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of change as it affects people and their relationships to the world around them. 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art (e.g. Escher Day and Night)  
• Science (e.g. clouds, habitats, life cycles)  

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Uses advanced literature such as The Green Book  
• Advanced vocabulary is introduced throughout lessons  
 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Example: Incorporation of Grimm's Fairytales and historical context concurrently 
with The Green Book. 

• Example:  Time capsule 
• Example: Research project--self-selected -- concurrent with LA curriculum  
• Example: Bridging concept connections between Bringing The Rain to Kapiti Plain 

and The House That Jack House Built (but concepts are  pulled from many literary 
resources) 

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Example: Art – Day and Night print – Primary Source – Artist M.C. Escher 
• Example: William Shakespeare – Why might he be so influential to “Father” in The 
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Green Book? – Use an online biography resource – Sonnet 130 – parts of Act 2 
Romeo and Juliet 

Instruction/Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Paul’s Reasoning Model – Lesson 6 
• Research Model – Lessons 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19 
• Hamburger Model – Paragraph and persuasive writing – Lessons 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 

14, 20, 21, 26, 27 
• Writing Process Model – Lessons 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 14, 20, 21, 26, 27 
• Vocabulary Web – most lessons 
• Literature Web – with each book 
• Communication – give an oral presentation – Lessons 15, 22 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
? 

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Examples from Unit 
• Students select individual to interview 
• Students select life change prompt for writing 

• Demonstrates communication 
skills in multiple formats 

Example from Unit 
• Create a Time Capsule  
• Writing poetry – diamante poem  
• Write about personal life changes 
• Write interview questions for a person of choice  
• Write a persuasive research paper  
• Technology : Writing Computer Center and Inspiration software for any webbing 

activity 
• Demonstrates metacognition 

(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

? 
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Franklin 3rd Grade: IHALA The Changing Faces of Story 

                 

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: The Changing Faces of Story 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of Change through literature 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Music and Art  (e.g. “Wreck of the Edmond Fitzgerald” Sung by Gordon 
Lightfoot (YouTube) and “Wynken Blynken Nod” sung by Peter, Paul and 
Mary and the Doobie Brothers. Listen to music and made interpretive 
drawings focusing on color, mood, and tone) 

• Social Studies (e.g. Research for WW2; Photography study from the Great 
Depression with primary source photos) 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Meets Common Core standards but at a higher level.   
• Text Complexity above 3rd Grade level (e.g. Midas and the Golden Touch, Pied Piper 

of Hamelin, and  The Wizard of Oz  
• The literature is all classic, not abridged.   
• Advanced Vocabulary throughout readings requiring vocabulary attention maps 

throughout  
•  

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity 

of topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit such as myths, legends, tall tales, 
fables, fairy tales, poetry, and novels.  

• Classic literary selections using original language 
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• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Research on the Great Depression incorporates Primary Source Depression Era 

photographs  
• Analyze Winston Churchill’s speech May 1940 
• Expert storyteller as a guest speaker 
 

Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical 

and creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative 
Problem Solving, Problem Based 
Learning, Socratic Seminars, 
Defined Research Process, 
Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

Examples from Unit 
• Vocabulary and literature webs are used throughout the units 
• Paul’s Reasoning Model:  Students read multiple versions of “Cinderella”.  and 

analyze the tales for cultural differences, coming to recognize the universality of 
fairy tales. 

• Creative Problem Solving Lesson on cheating “Emperor’s New Clothes”  
• Great Depression Research – Lesson 26 - Using Depression Era primary source 

photographs 
• Hamburger model for persuasive writing 
• Problem Based Learning Report on WW2, Informational Research Writing  
• Debates-Fairy Tales and whether or not the Wizard of Oz was an allegory  
• Oral Reports on biographies 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level 

thinking (critical and creative 
thinking) 

Examples from Unit 
• Oral Report on Biography  
• Fairy Tales, Fables, Myths, and Legends-Compare and Contrast, Multiple Circle 

Venn Diagrams  
• Analysis of Symbolism and Metaphors  

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Examples from Unit 
• Student choice in selection of fairy tales, fables, myths, and legends  
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• Student choice on subject for biography.   
• Demonstrates communication 

skills in multiple formats 
Examples from Unit 

• Creation of charts, research essays, authoring fairy tales, giving oral presentations 
of biographies 

• Use brainstorming software (Inspiration) on change 
 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

• Peer Evaluations for Story  
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FOURTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
 

Franklin 4th Grade: William and Mary Unit:  Literary Reflections 

           

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: Literary Reflections 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of Change 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities  

• science, music, social studies, art, math, etc 
Acceleration 

• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is appropriate for high ability fourth grade students.  

(dialect and time) 
• Advanced vocabulary found throughout reading selections 

 
Enrichment 

• Greater depth and/or complexity of 
topic; multiple genres 

Example from Unit 
• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit such as poetry, fiction, 

historical fiction, classical literature, visual art, folktale, picture book 
• Uses primary sources; develops 

habits of experts 
Examples from Unit 

• Audio recordings and video 
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Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

Socratic Seminars- Found in each lesson 
Creative Problem Solving- research project 
Persuasive writing- research project 
Research project, class discussion, literature webs, vocabulary webs, posters, and 
Powerpoint,  

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Example from Unit 

• Research project 
• Provides opportunities for student 

choice 
Examples from Unit 

• Student choice of novel selection 
• Student choice of topic for research project 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Research project, class discussion, posters, and Powerpoint presentations  

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

? 
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Franklin 4th Grade: IHALA Unit: Making a Difference 

                 

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit:   Making a Difference 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of change through literature and history 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• History (e.g. Indiana and Early American History) 
• Technology: 
• Art: (e.g. visual art): 
• Mathematics 
• Government 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Above grade level CCSS. 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability learners (e.g. 

The Westing Game – Lexile: 750)  

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Example from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included in this unit such as biographies, poetry, and 
speeches.  

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Primary sources include the Indiana Constitution and speeches by famous 

Hoosiers. 
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Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature webs are used throughout the unit 
• Creative Problem Solving on Land Ownership with Native Americans   
• Problem Based Learning on Controversial Bills   
• Biographical Research on People Making a Difference  
• Socratic seminars 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Poetry 
• Figurative Language 
• Research to create a timeline, communicate how people make differences in their 

community. 
• Creative problem solving to explore the dilemma of land ownership. 
• Analyze works of art and pieces and types of literature. 

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Example from Unit 
• Student choice of biographies 

 
• Demonstrates communication 

skills in multiple formats 
Example from Unit 

• Creation of monologues, timelines, powerpoints, posters, research essays, 
letters 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Example from Unit  
• Peer evaluations 

 

  



28 
 

FIFTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
 

Franklin 5th Grade: William and Mary Unit: Patterns of Change 

 

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit:  Patterns of Change 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of change as cyclical patterns 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art:  (e.g. Cycles of change in art and poetry) 
• Music (e.g. Cycles in Music and symbolism across cultures) 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability 

learners (e.g. My Daniel and one of the following: The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham-1963, A Wrinkle in Time, Chasing Vermeer, A Long Way from 
Chicago, Replay, The Wednesday Wars, A Single Shard) 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Example from Unit 

• Greater Depth:  Students read “On the Pulse of Morning” in its entirety 
and complete vocabulary web for additional words in poem.   

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Example from Unit  
• Emphasis on persuasive communication 
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Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined Research 
Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout the unit  
• Hamburger model for to write an essay persuading readers to visit 

location of student’s choice  
• Problem-based learning on genetically modified foods 
• Paul’s Reasoning model used with student selected problem 
• Research Project: Written essay and oral presentation on student selected 

real-world issue  

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Example from Unit 

• Persuasive writing essays   
• Persuasive oral presentation  

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Example from Unit  
• Student-selected issue for independent research project 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Oral and written products from unit research project on student selected 

issue  
• Demonstrates metacognition 

(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Example from Unit 
• Self-reflection of writing process 
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Franklin 5th Grade: IHALA Unit:  Hero’s Journey            
    

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: The Hero’s Journey  
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of change through exploration of Hero’s Journey   
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art: (e.g.  after reading “Icarus and Daedalus” examine Pieter Bruegel’s painting 
“Fall of Icarus;” comparing quotations to either a piece of writing or with another 
piece of artwork)  

• Art and Music: (e.g. Student Project:  Find a piece of art or music that relates to a 
scene in The Odyssey.  Write about how the art/artifact or piece of music relates 
to an aspect or  theme in the writing.  Write about how the art/music relates to 
one of the generalizations about change):  

•  Social Studies/Science:  (Articles about modern day heroes.  “George Lucas:  A 
Galaxy of Myth, Money, and Kids” ; Homecoming of Odysseus May Have Been in 
Eclipse”; “When Hero Rings Hollow”; “My, Hero, the Outlaw of Amherst”; “GAME 
THEORY; The Literary Myth Updated with High-Tech Presentation”)  

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability 

learners (e.g. D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths) 
• Advanced vocabulary attached with The Egypt Game.  
• All myths have advanced vocabulary. 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit such as poetry (“Shakespeare’s 
Sonnet 18” and Longfellow’s “The Cross of Snow” and plays) 

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

• Analysis of poetry, art, music 
• Analysis of quotations  
• Panel of immigrants to the United States 



31 
 

Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

Examples from Unit 
• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout the unit 
• Use of Paul’s Reasoning model to analyze quotations 
• Problem Based Learning to create a hero award (oral and written presentations) 
• Problem Based learning/Research:  Issues Facing Today’s Immigrants 
• Hamburger Model for Persuasive Writing  on Myths and the concept of change 
• Individually shared student-created myths 
 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Both critical and creative thinking are demonstrated with the product from the 
Problem Based Learning activity on creating a hero award. 

• Students must write about how the change generalization statements are 
reflected in a series of self-selected myths.   

• Student-created myth; must follow the Quest model for creative writing 
• Provides opportunities for student 

choice 
Examples from Unit 

• Students choose myths to read prior to writing about the change 
generalizations.  They have many choices of myths from various cultures. 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Oral and written communication demonstrated through problem based 

learning product 
• Demonstrates metacognition 

(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit 
• Each step of the PBL process organizers has a Thinking about Your 

Thinking section so that students can analyze their levels of 
metacognition.  The Problem Based Learning process begins with the 
students designing and organizing around group-generated questions.   

Students use the Hero’s Journey matrix to organize their notes prior to writing. 
 



32 
 

SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
 

Franklin 6th Grade:  William and Mary Unit: Autobiographies and Memoirs 

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit:  Autobiographies and Memoirs-William and Mary 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of change 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Social Studies (e.g. interview someone in generation of their  parents; 
Local concerns, how families represent themselves, people of Pakistan):   

• Art (e.g. class anthology) 
• Science (e.g. investigate the life of a scientist; is it possible to colonize 

Venus?  Investigate daylight hours in each hemisphere) 
• Humanities (e.g. investigate the history of libraries 
• History/Math (e.g. investigate the change of writing and value of money in 

mid 19th century; Investigate issues in different decades, define issue, 
identify stakeholders) 

• Humanities (e.g. use reasoning to investigate a famous speech) 
• Art (e.g. art to represent the theme of an author’s autobiography; Self 

portraits and Beethoven’s Symphony 3/Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture; 
create a graphic novel or picture book) 

 
 
 

Acceleration 
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• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability 

learnes (e.g. Three Cups of Tea, Laughing Without an Accent; A Girl from 
Yamhill) 

• Advance vocabulary is included by using vocabulary webs from reading 
selections 

 
 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit such as short stories, 
poetry, photobiographies,  

• Study of music and art as it related to concept of the unit 
• Uses primary sources; develops 

habits of experts 
 

Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

Examples from Unit 
• 4-level analysis of grammar 
• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout the unit 
• Paul’s Reasoning Model- Throughout the unit 
• Hamburger Model- Throughout the unit-lesson 6 

 
 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
 
 

• Provides opportunities for student Examples from Unit 
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choice • Student choice in Autobiography/ theme 
• Student choice in creating a poem about “Me 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

• Persuasive essays 
• Journal responses 
• Oral Presentations 

 
• Demonstrates metacognition 

(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Example from Unit 
• Self-evaluation reflection 
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Franklin 6th Grade: IHALA Unit The Power of the Mind 

       

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit:  The Power of Mind Unit 7 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of power of the mind 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Social Studies (e.g. Puritans, Informational text about Robinson Crusoe’s 
Island, Nelson Mandela, McCarthyism, Anti-Communism, Prejudice, and 
Discrimination) 

• Art (e.g. making props and costumes, respond to a piece of art) 
• Health and Wellness/Counseling 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability 

learners (e.g. Robinson Crusoe, “Invictus, ” Long Walk to Freedom) 
 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit including informational 
handouts, poetry, screenplays, video excerpts, short stories, art study 

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Analysis of material from Nelson Mandela and about McCarthyism   

 
Instruction/ Process 
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• Uses models to develop critical and 
creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature maps used throughout the unit 
• Creative Problem Solving model will be used to create possible solutions 

to the issues of gossip and bullying. (using the power of words to harm 
others) 

• Socratic Seminar for literature circles 
• Hamburger Model: Students will use prior knowledge, quotes and 

information from Red Scarf Girl to create a persuasive essay on the 
purpose of education. 

• Problem Based Learning:  Students will be presented with an issue dealing 
with giving students a forum and audience to share their writing.  They 
will give a multimedia presentation 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Socratic Seminar-Lesson 13-Students read “If” by Kipling and address 
focus question in a Socratic way 

• Problem Based Learning presentation: Students created a multimedia 
presentation 

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Examples from Unit 
• Persuasive letter to parents:  students used the pillars of persuasion in 

letters to parents 
 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Persuasive letter to parents 
• Journal responses 
• Written reflection on “Invictus” 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit 
• Self-evaluation reflection 
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SEVENTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
 

Franklin 7th Grade: William and Mary Unit: Utopia  

     

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: William and Mary  
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of utopia 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art: (themes of paintings, utopia presented in paintings)   
• History: (viewing films based on Harrison Bergeron, investigating issues 

of censorship, standards of beauty throughout time)   
• Science (e.g. investigate science of happiness, history of computing, 

technologies of virtual realities)   
 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability 

learners (e.g. Harrison Bergeron, Fahrenheit 451, The House of the 
Scorpion, The Glass Menagerie, The Giver) 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres included throughout the unit such as poetry, short stories, 
song lyrics, drama, novels, art, nonfiction, and folklore  

• Example:  In-depth discussion on complex concepts of utopia/dystopia  
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• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit  
• Extension activities designed to develop research skills 

Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Literature and vocabulary webs are used throughout the unit 
• Problem-based learning of planning a community service project. 
• Hamburger Model/Dagwood Model: Response to Animal Farm 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Example from Unit 

• Design a Perfect Classroom  
 

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Example from Unit 
• Self-selected project for Fahrenheit 451 

• Demonstrates communication skills 
in multiple formats 

Example from Unit 
• Mock Trial 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit  
• Self and peer evaluation of writing 
• Self-Assessment of research project 
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Franklin 7th Grade: IHALA Unit: Power of Words         

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: Power of Words 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of power of words 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Art (e.g. write a story about a famous painting) 
 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Text Complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability 

learners (e.g. Shakespearian Soliloquies and Emily Dickinson poetry). 
 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Analysis of the concept of manipulation and public mindset; use of words 
to control people   

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Articles about China in conjunction with concept of power.  
• Primary source document text Analyzer: Red Scarf Girl 
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Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Creative problem solving- to create possible solutions for gossip and 
bullying;  

• Dagwood Model for persuasive writing: Students will use prior 
knowledge, quotes and information from Red Scarf Girl to create a 
persuasive essay on the purpose of education. 

• Problem Based Learning:  Students will be presented with an issue dealing 
with giving students a forum and audience to share their writing.  

•  Socratic Seminar with Literature Circle texts 
• Research model for research project on censorship and the Power of 

Words 
• Persuasive speeches 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Reader’s Theatre-Red Scarf Girl 
• Provides opportunities for student 

choice 
Examples from Unit 

• Student selection of a type of censorship in which to research 
• Demonstrates communication skills 

in multiple formats 
Examples from Unit 

• Debate issues relating to roles of the individual in society; research project 
on censorship, persuasive speeches 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit: 
• Socratic Seminar-self-evaluation and peer evaluation 
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EIGHTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ELEMENTS OF DIFFERENTIATION FOR HIGH ABILITY LEARNERS 
 

Franklin 8th Grade:  William and Mary Unit:  Decades of Change         

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit:  Decades of Change 
Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of change across time 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Social Studies (e.g. Holocaust- Anne Frank  The Diary of a Young Girl,  
• American culture of the 1940s, war poems, interviews) 
• Math (create a way to depict magnitude of the number 60 million (number 

of people who died in WW2) 
• Science (correlations and causations, nuclear energy) 
• Geography (e.g. map creation) 
• History (e.g. war poetry; radio broadcaster Studs Terkel)  

 
Acceleration 

• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Common Core grade level standards are addressed at a higher level 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability learners (e.g. 

Anne Frank  The Diary of a Young Girl, Hiroshima, The Book Thief, Desert Exile, 
Voices of the Holocaust, Maus II). 

• Advanced vocabulary throughout the unit with each reading selection 
 

Enrichment 
• Greater depth and/or complexity of 

topic; multiple genres 
Examples from Unit 

• Multiple genres included such as poetry, nonfiction, and fiction  
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• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• Anne Frank  The Diary of a Young Girl, soldier stories and speeches of F.D.R. 

Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout the units  
• Research project and presentation on the effect of WWII on the U.S. 
• Use Paul’s Reasoning Model to evaluate arguments in persuasive essay on capital 

punishment 
• Interviews of people who grew up in different eras 

 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Evaluation of juvenile picture books on the Holocaust 
• Persuasive writing related to genetically modified foods  

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Examples from Unit 
• Student choice of research topic, choice of books to read 

• Demonstrates communication 
skills in multiple formats 

Examples from Unit 
• Research paper, persuasive essay, interviews, response journals 

• Demonstrates metacognition 
(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit 
• Journal response evaluation  
• Evaluation of research presentation (self and peer) 
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Franklin 8th Grade: IHALA Unit: Power: Leaders, Legacies, and Leverage  

       

Element of Differentiation for the Gifted Unit: Indiana High Ability:  Language Arts #9 / Power: Leaders, Legacies, and 
Leverage 

Curriculum/Content 
Concepts  

• Focus on larger concept  Concept of power in leadership 
• Interdisciplinary connections Examples of Connections through Lessons and Extension Activities 

• Social Studies (e.g. methods of power, nation matrix, suppression of power 
• Music (e.g. Bob Dylan) 

Acceleration 
• Meets above grade standards 
• Advanced reading and resource 

selections 
• Advanced vocabulary study 
• Pace of instruction is appropriate 

Examples from Unit 
• Common Core grade level standards addressed but at a higher level 
• Text complexity is above grade level and appropriate for high ability learners 

(e.g. King Lear, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass)                           
• Advanced Vocabulary throughout the lessons 

 
Enrichment 

• Greater depth and/or complexity of 
topic; multiple genres 

Examples from Unit 
• Multiple genres are included throughout the unit such as drama (King Lear), 

autobiography (Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave), 
nonfiction journal article- “You Don’t Talk About Fight Club…” from iPerception, 
and poetry – “A Poison Tree” 

• Uses primary sources; develops 
habits of experts 

Examples from Unit 
• CIA World Fact Book – for research, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an 

American Slave, and Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Instruction/ Process 
• Uses models to develop critical and 

creative thinking (e.g. Paul's 
Reasoning Model, Creative Problem 
Solving, Problem Based Learning, 
Socratic Seminars, Defined 
Research Process, Organizers) 

• Develops communication and 
collaboration skills 

• Vocabulary and literature webs used throughout the unit.  
• Critical Reasoning Chart to use after reading King Lear Act I scene 1,  
• Paul’s reasoning model to analyze poem “Ozymandias”   
• Problem Based Learning  on the limits of power with multimedia presentation 

and visual displays 
• Creative Problem Solving on Inheritance and Family Feuds 
• Creating and performing a skit about if and when it is okay to lie 
• Socratic seminar – questions for King Lear, Walden, and “Like a Rolling Stone” 

Assessment/Product 
• Demonstrates higher level thinking 

(critical and creative thinking) 
Examples from Unit 

• Prompts for response journals require higher level thinking 
• Research project on leadership in different countries 

• Provides opportunities for student 
choice 

Examples from Unit 
• Student selection of writing prompt 
• Student choice on selection of books to read for research 

 
• Demonstrates communication skills 

in multiple formats 
Examples from Unit 

• Charts, Research paper with multimedia presentation, Skit about lying 
• Demonstrates metacognition 

(planning/organizing, monitoring, 
evaluating) 

Examples from Unit 
• King Lear Irony Organizer, Charting personal strengths and diagram of 

handicaps, 
• Organizer for planning a presentation 
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